
So you want to show a movie on campus… 
Are you going to show the movie to anyone other 
than your family or a small group of your friends? 

                no 
Are you going to show the movie in a place 

that is open to anyone other than your 
family or a small group of your friends  (such 
as in a classroom or the Hicks movie room)? 

 

 yes   

yes no  

Go! Your showing is 
not a public 

performance, and 
you do not need a 
public performance 

license. 

caution: your showing is a “public performance.” Caution: the movie you 
show, as well as any food, 
beverage, and/or “extras” 
provided, must be free of 

charge! 
Will you be showing the movie as part of live, face-to-face 
teaching activities in a classroom or similar place devoted to 

instruction, and do you have a legitimate copy? 

no yes 

Did the movie come with an express license specifically 
authorizing you to show the movie in the manner intended? 

no yes 

Is the movie in the public domain? 

no yes 

 
 
 

Go! Your showing 
falls within one of the 
applicable exceptions, 
and you do not need 

a separate public 
performance license. 

STOP! You need a public performance license. 

Caution: the movie you 
show, as well as any food, 
beverage, and/or “extras” 
provided, must be free of 

charge! 
 


